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  This morning’s readings invite us to place our trust in 
God and in his only son Jesus Christ. Through his          
resurrection, Christ conquered death and strengthened 
our faith and hope of eternal life. 
 

Our first reading from the book of Jeremiah reminds us 
of the consequences of trusting solely on our abilities, 
on our human strength and human beings: ‘Cursed is 
the one who trusts in human beings, who seeks his strength in flesh, whose heart turns 
away from the Lord.’ Through this, we are reminded that all these will fail us because our 
success and survival do not depend solely on them. We must ask ourselves, in who, and in 
what have I put my trust? Placing our trust in God is the best approach to life. certainly, 
we must make efforts and do what we must do as humans. However, we must not forget 
that it is God who strengthens, sustains, and blesses our ways and efforts. 
 

Our Responsorial Psalm sounds very much like Jeremiah’s oracle. In fact, it may well be 
that one influenced the other (either Jeremiah quoting the psalm or the psalmist quoting 
Jeremiah). In any event, Psalm 1 adds something to Jeremiah’s prophecy. Jeremiah        
described the righteous man who flourishes like a green tree as the one who ‘trusts in the 
LORD,’ but the psalmist adds that he ‘ponders his law day and night.’ 
 

In our second reading, St. Paul emphasises that at the heart of our faith lies the hope in the 
Resurrection and that without this hope, our faith is empty, and we are the most pitiful of 
people. Why? Because in this life, we are not going to enjoy the reward for whatever good 
we do and the holiness we attain. This world punishes goodness and holiness, and in      
external terms, those who trust in God and follow his law can experience the most horrible 
miseries. 
 

St. Luke’s famous ‘Sermon on the Plain,’ has many similarities as well as significant differences from St. Matthew’s more 
famous Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5–7). In Luke’s account, Jesus keeps teaching us that his kingdom, the kingdom of 
God, reverses many of our expectations and stereotypes. His is a kingdom where the typical markings of ‘blessing’ - 
health, wealth, prosperity, power - are doomed to woe, and the typical markings of ‘curse’ - weakness, sickness, poverty, 
humiliation - are signs of happiness and rejoicing. What is going on? Jesus's teaching upsets our apple cart and forces us 
to think more deeply about who God is and who we are. 
This Sunday’s readings are calling us to do an examination of conscience: We should ask ourselves the following        
questions. Could the measure of success or prosperity I enjoy be due to the fact that I do not publicly identify with Jesus 
but simply act and speak like the rest of the world? On the other hand, could the sorrows and afflictions I endure be signs 
of God’s love and the reward he has in store for me in the life to come? 

 

As tomorrow is Saint Valentine’s Day, I have included a short history of this 
famous saint. 
 

Saint Valentine who was an Italian doctor and later became a priest, inspired 
the creation of the holiday of Valentine's Day. He was sent to jail for           
performing weddings for couples during a time when new marriages were 
outlawed in ancient Rome. Before he was killed for refusing to renounce his 
faith, he sent a loving note to a child he had been helping to teach, the      
daughter of his jailer, and that note eventually led to the tradition of sending 
Valentine's cards.        
          Deacon Paul 

Mass Times 
 

Weekend  
Rathcoole 6pm Sat Vigil  

Sunday 12 noon  
Newcastle 10am 

Saggart 9 & 11am 
 

Weekdays  
Saggart Mon to Fri 11am 

Rathcoole Tuesday and 
Wednesday 10am 

Newcastle Mon and Fri 10am 
Wednesday 7pm 

 

Confessions 
Priests are available after each 

mass 
 

Submissions for  
Newsletter: 

SNRBparishnewsletter@gmail.com 

Contacts     
Office -  Martina Hopkins,  Secretary  Tel: 086 0108420,  Saggartparish@gmail.com ,  www.saggartparish.blogspot.com  

  Contactable Monday to Thursday  10.00am - 1pm  Office open Tuesday & Thursday 10.00am - 1pm 
 

Saggart/Newcastle/Brittas Fr. John Gilligan, Moderator   087 4103239,    john.gilligan@dublindiocese.ie 

Rathcoole  Fr. David Fleming,   083-8232096,    saggartparish@gmail.com  

Deacon  Deacon Paul Ferris,  085-2100261,    saggartparish@gmail.com    

Parish Pastoral Worker   Frank Brown  086 101 8173,   frank.brown@dublindiocese.ie  

@SRBNParishGrouping 



Recently Deceased 
 

Goretti Copper Martin Rathcoole 
Michael (Mick) Bohan Newcastle 

 
 

May They Rest in Peace 

Keep sending your prayer requests      
& petitions.  

 

Paddy, Josephine, Ron, Karen, Pauline, Carole, 
Conor, Robbie, Fintan, Tommy, James,       

Richard, Ryan, Aimee, Hope, Victor, Kelly, Claire, 
Ben, Henry, Clinton, Veronica, Peggy, Brendan, Noel, 

Shane, Ian, Geoff, Paul, Sheila, Colette, Emma, 
Maureen,  Peter, Laura, Michelle, Marie,  Feide,     
Vinny, Bob, Patrick, Dyna, John, Kevin, Halle,       

Deborah, Clinton, Justin, Con, Maude, Alfie, Brid, 
Janice, Reece, Sammy, Aaron, Stephen. 

 
 

Our candle  i s  a lways l i t  for  you!  

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
Monday 14th Feb Ss Cyril, Monk & Methodius, Bishop  
   Patrons of Europe 
Thursday 17th Feb Seven Joly founders of the Servite Order, 
   St Fintan, abbot 

Eucharistic Adoration in the Holy Family Church 
Rathcoole. 

• Sunday 4 -6pm 

• Tuesday 3-5pm 

• Friday 3 -5pm 

• First Saturday 2 - 3.30pm  
 

Holy Face Devotions - every Tuesday  11-11.30am  

The ANNUAL COLLECTION of ACCORD Dublin,  

the Diocesan Agency for Marriage and the Family 

will be made at all Masses on the weekend of 12 & 13th Feb    
The Collection for ACCORD will replace the usual Share     

Collection. 
ACCORD Dublin throughout the Diocese offers: 

• Marriage Preparation courses, 

• Counselling for couples and individuals experiencing           
difficulties in their relationships. 

• A Relationship and Sexuality Programme for schools. 

• ACCORD Dublin needs your support.  
 

Please give generously this weekend 

Fully Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine 
21st Feb 2022.  €549.00 per person sharing.  Price includes return bus 

transfer from Dublin, 4 nights in Knock House Hotel with Full Board.  All 
entertainment and  excursions.  Wheelchair accessible rooms.                           

Single supplement €60.00.  Contact Patricia on 087 1890 236 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com 

mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com


We need volunteers to help 
us with our Newsletter, 

website and social media 
pages  

  
Can you give a bit of your time? Can you help 
update, add content, help shape our Ministry 

of Communication for our parish?   
 

Please contact                        
SNRBparishnewsletter@gmail.com or 

Frank on  
frank.brown@dublindiocese.ie for more 

info. 

CHILD SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTION SERVICE          
ADMINISTRATOR 

 

The Dublin Diocese are looking for a Child Safeguarding and      
Protection Service (CSPS) Administrator. This position will report 

into the Director of CSPS.  
 

For more information, please visit 
https://www.activelink.ie/vacancies/interest-groups/87937-archdiocese-of

-dublin-child-safeguarding-and-protection-service-administrator  

  The Shrine to St Valentine, opposite, and 
containing the relics of the Saint, is housed 
in  Carmelite Church, Whitefriar St.  Ever 
wondered who was St. Valentine and how 

he ended up in Dublin? St. Valentine was a 
clergyman – either a priest or a bishop – in 
the Roman Empire. At the time, Emperor 

Claudius II had banned marriages as he thought single men 
made better soldiers. However, St Valentine took it upon 

himself to arrange and perform marriages in secret so       
couples could still celebrate their love. Unfortunately, the 
Emperor found out and imprisoned Valentine, sentencing 
him to death for his crime.  He was martyred and his body 
buried at a Christian cemetery on the Via Flaminia close to 

the Ponte Milvio to the north of Rome, on February 14, 
which has been observed as the Feast of St Valentine since 

496 AD.  In 1835 an Irish Carmelite by the name of 
John Spratt was visiting Rome. Apparently his fame as 
a preacher had gone before him, no doubt brought by 

some Jesuits who had been in Dublin. The elite of 
Rome flocked to hear him and he received many      

tokens of esteem from the doyens of the Church. One 
such token came from Pope Gregory XVI (1831-1846) 
and were the remains of Saint Valentine. He is patron 

of love, young people and happy marriage.  

Is your light shining bright? 
 If you doubt your light matters, take this little quiz:  

1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world? 
2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners?  
3. Name the last five winners of the Miss America Pageant?  

 

Do you know all these answers? Probably not!   
Ask yourself these additional questions: 

 

 1. Who cared, comforted, fed and clothed you when you were in need? 
 2. Who do you trust impeccably, can you depend on, is always there for you? 
 3. Who is the first friend you would call in an emergency or time of trouble?  
 

You do know the answers to these questions. They are the salt and light of the world.  
 

Would anyone answer these second questions with your name?  

Wishing a Happy         
Valentine’s Day  

to all our                       
parishioners,                  

volunteers and         
visitors to our                      

parishes -  
If you call in to one 
of the churches in 
the area over the 

weekend make sure 
to pick up our        

Valentines card for 
you (and maybe 

take one for      
someone else!!) 

 

Have a great one 

Applications for the next Foundational Leadership 
Course for Young Adults is now open.   

 
 

The Foundational Leadership Programme offers        
participants a unique opportunity to explore and       

develop Gospel centred transformational leadership Skills. These 
skills can be readily applied to the participants own context. The 

Foundational Leadership Programme is based mainly in St. 
Paul’s Church, Arran Quay. It is uniquely placed to nurture and 
mission a new generation of faith leaders. Commitment will be 
one Saturday per month starting in April 2022. Initially it will 

mix input with blended and in-person learning. This course will 
also prepare leaders for World Youth Day Lisbon 2023.  

 

Register Here 
 

For more information email gerard.gallagher@dublindiocese.ie  

https://www.activelink.ie/vacancies/interest-groups/87937-archdiocese-of-dublin-child-safeguarding-and-protection-service-administrator
https://www.activelink.ie/vacancies/interest-groups/87937-archdiocese-of-dublin-child-safeguarding-and-protection-service-administrator
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcYJ6hkfQ1D8-lmmdy6meFPI62oNJthJeOnMpSyTiq6prWKw/viewform
mailto:gerard.gallagher@dublindiocese.ie


Prayer for Vocations  
 

God our Father, send 
workers into your harvest. 

May the Spirit we             
received in baptism touch 

the hearts of many to 
offer themselves in priesthood, religious 
life and other forms of service. Give the   
parents and families of our Diocese the   
wisdom and courage to support young    

people in searching for and following the 
call of God in their lives.   Amen. 

ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
OF DEACON JOE KEEGAN 

 

The Office for Vocations to Priesthood invite 
you to join in praying for Deacon Joe Keegan 

who will be ordained to the priesthood by 
Archbishop Dermot Farrell. The Ordination 
takes place on Sunday, 20th February at 
3pm in the Church of the Most Precious 

Blood, Cabra West, Dublin 7.  
The Ordination can be viewed on the parish 

webcam link:  
https://www.churchservices.tv/cabrawest  

 

Joe grew up in           
Ballybrack; his family 
moved to Deansgrange 

where he attended 
Clonkeen Christian 

Brothers. He trained as a 
primary school teacher 
in London and spent 

some time working in 
various schools.       

However, “...since I was a teenager I felt that 
God might be calling me to become a priest. 
Over the years this call became clearer and I 

eventually relented and sought out a            
vocations director. I spent a year with the 
Jesuits before applying for the diocese of 

Dublin. I studied  philosophy in Maynooth 
and Theology in Rome. I look forward to 
serving in my ministry in any way that I 

can.”  
 

If you know of anyone interested in finding 
out more about a vocation to priesthood for 
the Archdiocese of Dublin, please ask them 

to contact 
 

 Fr. Séamus McEntee at  
vocations@dublindiocese.ie or  

Fr. Bill O'Shaughnessy at 
Bill.oshaughnessy@dublindiocese.ie   

“I guess you can do anything you want 

with the Beatitudes. Some have ignored 

them, some have admired them and 

walked away, some have used them as a 

yardstick to  measure their own        

blessedness, and some have used them to        

declare revolution. The simplest thing to 

do with them, perhaps, is to let them 

stand you on your head so that you 

cannot see the world again in the same way but      

rather the way God sees it – turned upside down by the 

only one who really knows which way is up.”                  

PARISH FINANCE MANANGER – BOOTERSTOWN PARISH, 
BLACKROCK 

The Parish of Booterstown seeks to recruit a part-time, permanent Parish Finance 
Manager to join our team to manage the entire Finance function of the team.      

Reporting to the Parish Finance Committee and liaising with the Finance Secretariat 
of the Dublin Archdiocese, the successful candidate will manage day-to-day        

finances of the parish, offering support to the Parish Secretary and the Pastoral    
Centre Manager.  

This is a part-time role of 20 hours per week over 5 days.                                                      
Should you wish to apply for this position, please forward a covering letter along 
with your CV to info@booterstownparish.ie on or before Thursday 17th February 

2022. 
 

PARISH SECRETARY  
The Parish of Booterstown seeks to recruit a Parish Secretary, this is a part-time 

role of 4 hours per day, 5 days per week and flexibility is required to do additional  
hours during the busy liturgical periods of Easter and Christmas. Overtime will be 

paid for acting as Secretary to the Parish Pastoral Council. Should you wish to    
apply for this position, please forward a covering letter along with your CV to     

info@booterstownparish.ie on or before Thursday 17th February 2022. 

https://www.churchservices.tv/cabrawest
mailto:vocations@dublindiocese.ie
mailto:Bill.oshaughnessy@dublindiocese.ie


Prayer for the Synod 

Simply Synod  - This resource is 

for anyone who wants to discover 

the meaning of being a synodal 

Church. Informed by the Preparatory 

Document for a Synodal Church, it is 

for use in the Diocesan Phase of the 

Synodal Pathway. It outlines the meaning of             

Synod and its implications for how we are as a 

Church. It encourages us to develop the right           

disposition and attitudes to embark on the       

journey. It also provides some suggestions about 

the kind of listening we will need to practice                    

together.   You can read this as an on-line flipbook 

by clicking here 

Also check out the information 
and resources available on the 

dedicated website 

www.synod.ie 

Our local animators for the Synod will be speaking and be 
available at all the masses in our area this weekend 

 

If you would like to participate please email                  
parishsynod22@gmail.com with your name and contact details. 

Alternatively contact our local animators -                                
Agnes Grogan, Bridget Breen, Matt O’Sullivan and Ronan 

McDermott or leave your name with the parish office.                                               
We will help & support you to get your group organised. 

But why are we having this Synodal process? 

https://issuu.com/dublinsynod1/docs/simply_synod_final_draft_


Online Registration for the Sacraments of Reconciliation,                           
First Communion and Confirmation for this year is now live!! 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 

I hope this finds you and your family well. This has been a difficult time for us all and has caused us all to      
re-evaluate, re-think and re-prioritise things we have previously taken for granted. No more so when it 
comes to the special events in the lives of your children, your family and our parish community. 
 

In light of this we have been working away in the background to facilitate those celebrating the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation in our parishes. We hope that these will make your          
involvement in and celebration of these wonderful sacraments as meaningful and as enjoyable as possible. 
 

When you brought your child for Baptism you initiated the process of forming your child as a follower of 
Jesus. As this journey is now approaching a landmark moment, it is an important time for all involved as 
we grow together in faith and love. As the primary educators of your children, we are asking you, along 
with your child, to decide if you would like to journey towards the reception of these sacraments and, if so, 
we invite you and your child to enter and participate fully in the programme of preparation. The                    
programme will be both carried out in the schools and the Parish will provide on line resources that you 
can follow. Participation in Sunday Mass will be an important element in the preparation. As always, we     
wholeheartedly thank you for your patience and look forward to celebrating this important time with you 
and your family. 
 

We are now inviting you to register online for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy                                 
Communion and Confirmation through our online process –  
 

https://srbnparishes.ie/sacramental-registration-first-reconciliation-first-holy-communion-confirmation-2022/ 
 

The registration for this year’s sacramental process will remain open until 20th February 2022. 
 

 

We have confirmed dates with the schools, and you will find these on our new website. I wish you and 
your family every blessing in preparing for the sacraments and encourage you to avail of the resources 
that we have made available for you, your children and your families on our website –  
 

https://srbnparishes.ie/sacramental-preparation-and-refresher-resources-for-confirmation-first-penance-first-communion-2022/ 
 

which will be also available on our facebook page https://www.facebook.com/SRBNParishGrouping   
 

If you have any further questions do not hesitate to contact us, 
 
God bless, 
 
Fr John Gilligan 
Moderator 

A reflection on Sunday’s readings for our Polish  Parishioners - Thanks Chris 
 

Have you thanked God today for your family, friends, work, or food that is on your table? It is so easy 
to forget God when we are short of nothing or think we need no help. Jesus does not condemn people 
who are rich or who laugh. He shows us that only a deep relationship with God can fully fill all our    

desires. Jeremiah says we will be blessed when we put our trust in the Lord. Because even if we lack 
something, He will be with us and make us happy. Be grateful! Everything is God's grace! 

 
Czy dziękowałeś Bogu dzisiaj za swoją rodzinę, przyjaciół, pracę czy jedzenie, które masz na stole? Tak 

łatwo jest nam zapomnieć o Bogu, kiedy niczego nam nie brakuje albo wydaje nam się, że nie            
potrzebujemy pomocy. Jezus nie potępia ludzi bogatych ani weselących się. Pokazuje nam, że tylko 
głęboka relacja z Bogiem może w pełni zaspokoić wszystkie nasze pragnienia. Jeremiasz mówi, że 

będziemy błogosławieni, gdy zaufamy Panu. Bo nawet jeśli by nam czegoś zabrakło, On będzie przy nas i sprawi, że 
będziemy szczęśliwi. Bądźmy wdzięczni! Wszystko jest łaską Bożą!  

https://srbnparishes.ie/sacramental-registration-first-reconciliation-first-holy-communion-confirmation-2022/
https://srbnparishes.ie/sacramental-preparation-and-refresher-resources-for-confirmation-first-penance-first-communion-2022/
https://www.facebook.com/SRBNParishGrouping


A New Mission Statement for the Archdiocese of Dublin 
 

A year after his installation, on the 9th February, Archbishop Dermot Farrell, guided by the 
Building Hope Task Force Report, presented a Statement of Mission for the Dublin                      

Archdiocese. This Statement highlights our core mission in a time of rapid change, setting out 
a vision for the diocese and providing values to inform our planning for the future. 

A video of the Archbishop introducing the Statement of Mission is available at:  
https://youtu.be/RZ4uVIrZr54 

The Pastoral Strategy Implementation Group will, as the year progresses, provide resources to help parishes 
engage creatively with this important work. 

We’d welcome your thoughts and reaction to it?  
By all means send us any thoughts you have to frank.brown@dublindiocese.ie  

https://dublindiocese.ie/category/task-force/
https://youtu.be/RZ4uVIrZr54


 “BLESSED ARE THEY WHO FOLLOW                            

THE LAW OF THE LORD!”  
Today is the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time, and 

through the Scripture Readings of today,  God calls us 
to a radical way of living & thinking.  

We are called to be more than just moral:  

God calls us to be virtuous. .  
 

“A story is told about Fiorello LaGuardia, who, when he was mayor of 
New York City, during the worst days of the Great Depression and all 
of WWII, was called by adoring New Yorkers ‘the Little Flower’     

because he was only five foot four and always wore a carnation in his 
lapel. He was a colourful character who used to ride the New York 
City fire trucks, raid speakeasies with the police department, take 
entire orphanages to baseball games, and  whenever the New York 
newspapers were on strike, he would go on the radio and read the 
Sunday funnies to the kids.  
One bitterly cold night in January of 1935, the mayor turned up at a 
night court that served the poorest ward of the city. LaGuardia       
dismissed the judge for the evening and took over the bench himself. 
Within a few minutes, a tattered old woman was brought before him, 
charged with stealing a loaf of bread. She told La Guardia that her 
daughter’s husband had deserted her, her  daughter was sick, and her 
two grandchildren were starving. But the shopkeeper, from whom 
the bread was stolen, refused to drop the charges. “It’s a real bad 
neighbourhood, your Honour.” the man told the mayor. “She’s got to 
be punished to teach other    people around here a lesson.”  
LaGuardia sighed. He turned to the woman and said “I’ve got to   
punish you. The law makes no exceptions – ten dollars or ten days in 
jail.” But even as he pronounced sentence, the mayor was already 
reaching into his pocket. He extracted a bill and tossed it into his   
famous sombrero saying: “Here is the ten dollar fine which I now 
remit; and furthermore, I am going to fine everyone in this           
courtroom fifty cents for living in a town where a person has to steal 
bread so that her grandchildren can eat. Mr. Bailiff, collect the fines 
and give them to the defendant.”  
So the following day the New York City newspapers reported that 
$47.50 was turned over to a bewildered old lady who had stolen a 
loaf of bread to feed her starving grandchildren, fifty cents of that 
amount being contributed by the red-faced grocery store owner, 
while some seventy petty criminals, people with traffic violations, 
and New York City policemen, each of whom had just paid fifty cents 
for the privilege of doing so, gave the mayor a standing ovation. In 
this story we see how the mayor of New York City maintained and 
defended the laws under his jurisdiction, not by merely keeping them 
himself, but much more than that by showing respect, even to the 
accused and being compassionate to her and helping her out at the 
same time.  
 
 

Justice without mercy would be dark, cruel, more like injustice than    

justice. But mercy without justice would be like salve on a sore which 

should be cleansed with the red-hot iron; if the salve is applied before 

the wound is cleansed it only makes it smart, and does not heal it”                  

Catherine of Siena  



Are you            
experiencing 
food poverty?  

 

Clondalkin Cares 
Food Bank can 

help if you are not 
able to afford enough food and live in 

our catchment area of  Dublin Mid-West.  

Please call 016269151 to make an      

appointment for registration. 

Lego Workshop with Bricks4Kids. Come along and technical building 
on themes of Sports, Game on and other choices. 

For ages 8 – 12 years. 
Booking from Wednesday 9th Feb at 10am here: https://buff.ly/3uxyFet  

Thinking of heading abroad to work or live ? 

Crosscare Migrant Project have put together 

some important advice and information to 

guide you as you plan.  

https://crosscareyouthinfo.ie/travel-2/ 

AWARE - SUPPORT & SELF CARE GROUPS - If you, or those with whom you work wish to connect with people in relation to your 
mental wellbeing, please consider using the Phone in and Zoom Support & Self Care Groups, the Support Line or Support 

Mail. These services provide support, coping skills and information – and most importantly help people who are in distress to 
know and feel that they are not alone in their experience.  For more information about the groups  

https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/  and all of our services on www.aware.ie/  
If you would like to volunteer with Aware, please see their website for more info: www.aware.ie/get-involved/volunteering/ 

https://buff.ly/3uxyFet
https://crosscareyouthinfo.ie/travel-2/
https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
http://www.aware.ie/
https://www.aware.ie/get-involved/volunteering/


St Valentine's Shrine is in Dublin - Worldwide, St Valentine is known as the patron 
saint of love and lovers, but not a lot of people know that the remains of St. Valentine 
have been lying around in a Dublin church since 1836. It is open daily to the public so 

you can drop in and say hello. To honour his passing a special side altar and shrine were 
built to house St Valentine's remains and to allow people and lovers to come and pay 

their   respects and to pray for him. A new statue of the saint which was carved for the 
altar shows the Saint wearing the red cloth of the martyr and holding his symbolic crocus 

aloft in blessing all lovers. 
 

The black casket which contains St Valentine’s remains is kept in a niche under the altar 
which is secured by a gate. On top of the casket is the coat of arms of Pope Gregory XVI 

inscribed with the words "This Shrine contains the sacred body of Saint Valentinus 
(Valentine) the Martyr, together with a small vessel said to be tinged with the saint's 

blood. 

It Is Good to Share and Celebrate LOVE!!  

Valentine's Day Fun Facts - Here is the most enjoyable and unbelievable collection of 

Valentine's Day Fun Facts. Share these fun facts with your friends to amaze them this Valentine Day. 
 

• About 1 billion Valentine's Day cards are exchanged in US each year. That's 
the largest seasonal card-sending occasion of the year, next to Christmas.  

• Women purchase 85% of all valentines. 

• In order of popularity, Valentine's Day cards are given to teachers, children, 
mothers, wives, sweethearts and pets.  

• Parents receive 1 out of every 5 valentines. 

• About 3% of pet owners will give Valentine's Day gifts to their pets.  

• In olden times, some people believed that if a woman saw a robin flying    
overhead on Valentine's Day, it meant she would marry a sailor. If she saw a 
sparrow, she would marry a poor man and be very happy. If she saw a      
goldfinch, she would marry a millionaire.  

• Valentine's Day and Mother's Day are the biggest holidays for giving flowers. 

• Worldwide, over 50 million roses are given for Valentine's Day each year. 



 Bless my ex-sister.  
Two sisters spent the day fighting. That 

evening they prepared for bed, still mad at 
each other. As usual, each knelt by the side 

of her bed for their prayers. “Dear God,” the 
8-year-old began, “Bless Daddy and      

Mommy, bless our cat and dog.” Then she 
stopped. Her mother gently prodded, 

“Didn’t you forget somebody?” She glared 
across the bed at her 6-year-old sister and 

added, “And, oh yes, God, bless my           
ex-sister.”  

[Pulpit Resource (Jan-Mar 1992), p. 14.]  


