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  ‘It may bear fruit  

next year’ 

Today’s Gospel brings a thorny 

question for Jesus, as the people 
ask why a number of Galileans 
were killed by the Romans as 
they made sacrifices to God. The 
basic question is why do bad 

things happen to certain people? 
Some Jewish leaders at the time 
viewed the Galileans as          

second-class Jews, and so they are raising more than a question about 
meaningless suffering here. They want to know if the Galileans suffered 

because they were not really ‘Jewish enough.’ Jesus responds with a 
sharp question about a recent tragedy involving those killed when the 
tower of Siloam fell on them. Were they worse offenders than others in 
Jerusalem? No. Jesus responds further by focusing on those who are still 

living. In the parable of the fig tree we hear that the tree is not producing 
any fruit and probably should be cut down. However, the owner of the vineyard agrees to one more 
year, during which it is given special attention. 

     Jesus’ response to the difficult question on suffering is to focus on the      
living. We are still alive and therefore should be producing much fruit.          

Perhaps those who are questioning Jesus need, like the fig tree, much fertiliser, 
nourishment and growth so that they can focus on producing fruit for the 
world. The fig tree is blessed, and has received much grace in terms of time 
and care. The parable is a reminder to all of us of the nourishment and time we 

have been given; it is a call to examine the fruits that we produce in this world, in our communities, 

our families and in our church.  Let’s go be the love, compassion, hope and kindness we wish to see 
in the world this week. Have a good one,  Frank Brown, PPW 
 

  We pray for Ukraine. For all of humanity distorted by war. For all 
the lives lost, homes seized, and peace broken. May the Spirit of     

comfort and compassion envelop all who dwell in fear. May peace    
prevail and justice reign. May love always be the guide and measure 

of our actions and responses. Amen 

Mass Times 
 

Weekend  
Rathcoole 6pm Sat Vigil  

Sunday 12 noon  
Newcastle 10am 

Saggart 9 & 11am 
 

Weekdays  
Saggart Mon to Fri 11am 

Rathcoole Tuesday and 
Wednesday 10am 

Newcastle Mon and Fri 10am 
Wednesday 7pm 

 

Confessions 
Priests are available after each 

mass 
 

Submissions for  
Newsletter: 

SNRBparishnewsletter@gmail.com 

Contacts     
Office -  Martina Hopkins,  Secretary  Tel: 086 0108420,  Saggartparish@gmail.com ,  www.saggartparish.blogspot.com  

  Contactable Monday to Thursday  10.00am - 1pm  Office open Tuesday & Thursday 10.00am - 1pm 
 

Saggart/Newcastle/Brittas Fr. John Gilligan, Moderator   087 4103239,    john.gilligan@dublindiocese.ie 

Rathcoole  Fr. David Fleming,   083-8232096,    saggartparish@gmail.com  

Deacon  Deacon Paul Ferris,  085-2100261,    saggartparish@gmail.com    

Parish Pastoral Worker   Frank Brown  086 101 8173,   frank.brown@dublindiocese.ie  

@SRBNParishGrouping 



Recently Deceased 
 

Peter Hudson  Saggart 
Carrie Shepherd  Saggart 

Joshua Brunkard  Newcastle 
 
 

May They Rest in Peace 

Keep sending your prayer requests      
& petitions.  

 

Joseph, Bill, Denny, Agnes, Pat, Ally, Ryan, 
Shane, Hans, Rupert, Siobhan, Peter, Eamonn, 
Mairead, Josephine, David, Clint, Damien, Dorothy, 
Justin, Charles, Ben, Madison, Ruby, Honor, Ken, 
Kieran, Justin, Helen, Finn, Patrick, Bobby, Victor, 

Aimee, Amanda, Louis, David, Paul, Karen, Michelle, 
Ruth, Stan, Kate, Jim, Sophie, Dierdre, Liz, Gillian, 

Catriona, Brendan, Marie, Darren, Frank, Sean 
 
 

Our candle  i s  a lways l i t  for  you!  

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

Monday 21st March  St Edna, Abbott 
Wednesday 22nd March St Turibius   
     of Mongrovejo 
Thursday 24th March St Maccartan,  
     Bishop 
Friday 25th March  The Annunciation 

Eucharistic Adoration in the Holy Family Church 
Rathcoole. 

• Sunday 4 -6pm 
• Tuesday 3-5pm 
• Friday 3 -5pm 
• First Saturday 2 - 3.30pm  
 

Holy Face Devotions - every Tuesday  11-11.30am  

Prayer for Vocations  

God our Father, send workers into your 
harvest. May the Spirit we received in 

baptism touch the hearts of many to offer    
themselves in priesthood, religious life and other 
forms of service. Give the parents and families of 
our Diocese the wisdom and courage to support 
young people in searching for and following the 

call of God in their lives.   Amen. 



We need volunteers to help us with our Newsletter, website and 
social media pages  

Can you lend a bit of your time? Can you help update, 
add content, help shape our Ministry of Communication for our 

parish?  Please contact  parishnewsletter@gmail.com or 
Frank on  frank.brown@dublindiocese.ie for more info. 

A reflection on Sunday’s readings for our Polish  Parishioners - Thanks Chris 
 

Forty days of Lent is the perfect time to stop for a moment and reflect on our life. To examine our heart 
and see if our life is really bearing any good fruit, if we are still growing in faith and goodness. We can 
also look for those things that harm us and bring bad fruit, such as comparing ourselves with others, as 
mentioned by Jesus. It is important for us to understand that God sees us and hears our prayers. Let us 
repent of our sins and allow the Lord to free us from our weaknesses and lead us "to a land where milk 

and honey flow." 
 

Czterdzieści dni Wielkiego Postu to doskonały czas, by zatrzymać się na chwilę i zastanowić nad swoim życiem. By zbadać 
swoje serce i zobaczyć, czy nasze życie naprawdę przynosi jakieś dobre owoce, czy wciąż wzrastamy w wierze i dobroci. A 

może zamiast wzrastać porównujemy się z innymi, o czym wspomina Pan Jezus. Ważnym jest, abyśmy zrozumieli, że Bóg nas 
widzi i słyszy nasze modlitwy. Odpokutujmy za nasze grzechy i pozwólmy Panu aby nas uwolnił od naszych słabości i 

doprowadził „do krainy, płynącej mlekiem i miodem”. 

Human Rights and the Challenges for the Church 
  

LINDA HOGAN - Zoom – 24th March 2022 – 8.00 pm 
More than ever, the intersection between human rights and religious                       

traditions and their importance in a global context remains a geopolitical 
flashpoint. Linda is at the forefront of international debates on the                   

intersection of religion, gender and human rights. 
 

Professor Linda Hogan of Trinity College, Dublin - Chair of Ecumenics, School of Religion -                                  
is an ethicist with extensive experience in research and teaching in pluralist and multi-religious contexts. 

Her primary research interests lie in the fields of inter-cultural and inter-religious ethics, social and political 
ethics, human rights and gender. 

 

ACI is honoured to host Linda as guest speaker for this latest Zoom call in our Synodal Pathway series. 
To join us, use the following URL: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082979287?pwd=b09IWUNLSUhmaGdNNXQySElLdndYdz09 
Meeting ID: 870 8297 9287  Passcode: 659942 

Or use the link on https://acireland.ie/human-rights-and-the-challenges-for-the-church-linda-hogan/ 

You can register online using this link:                                   
https://forms.office.com/r/jVYZSdxbF1   Registration 
closes on the 25th March at 5pm.  For more information, 

email:  synod@dublindiocese.ie  

FOUNDATIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME 
The Foundational Leadership Programme offers     

participants a unique opportunity to explore and   

develop Gospel centred transformational leadership 

Skills. These skills can be readily applied to the        

participants own context. The Foundational          

Leadership Programme is based mainly in St. Paul’s 

Church, Arran Quay. It is uniquely placed to nurture 

and mission a new generation of faith leaders.      

Commitment will be one Saturday per month start-

ing in April 2022.  

Initially it will mix input with blended and in-person 

learning. For more information or to register, please 

email gerard.gallagher@dublindiocese.ie 

Thought for today - “There is much suffering in the 
world - very much. And the material suffering is        

suffering from hunger, suffering from homelessness, 
from all kinds of    diseases, but I still think the      

greatest suffering is being lonely, feeling unloved, just 
having no one. I have come more and more to realize 
that it is being unwanted that is the worst disease that 
any human being can ever experience”  Mother Teresa 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082979287?pwd=b09IWUNLSUhmaGdNNXQySElLdndYdz09
https://acireland.ie/human-rights-and-the-challenges-for-the-church-linda-hogan/
https://forms.office.com/r/jVYZSdxbF1
mailto:synod@dublindiocese.ie
mailto:gerard.gallagher@dublindiocese.ie


Prayer for the Synod 

Pastoral Conversations - This monthly session will focus on Holy Week offering                           
4 pastoral and liturgical ideas for your community. 

 
Our Pastoral Conversations are designed for members of Parish Pastoral Councils,     

Family Mass Groups, Music Ministry, Sacramental Coordinators as well as Parish Sisters, 
Clergy, Parish Pastoral Workers and Faith Development Workers. 

This presentation will include 

• ‘Walk this Way’ will explore a practical approach to outdoor liturgical activities in a 
practical way – Palm Sunday Procession and the Way of the Cross on Good Friday. 

• ‘Meditation for Holy Week’ is a collection of readings and related music for those 
who wish to spend time preparing, in a reflective way, for the final days before Easter. 

• ‘‘Praying Holy Week with Families’ is a resource offering prayer experiences for fam-
ilies journeying together this week. 

• ‘From Hope to Fear’ is a prayer service that weaves together themes of fear, connec-
tion and hope. You could adapt it to address any situation where hope is needed. 

 
Thursday 31st March 7:30-8:45 pm (On Zoom) 

Register by email – lisia.cashen@dublindiocese.ie 
(Save the future dates for April 28 and May 26) 

mailto:lisia.cashen@dublindiocese.ie


Something to think about: 
There is a saying that having a child is like putting limbs on your heart and setting it free in 
the world. As parents we have this intense love for our children - no matter what - that        
indeed makes us vulnerable. 
 

Imagine that love we have as parents is merely a small reflection of the vulnerable,                    
all-invested love that God has for us all. God’s heart walks this earth by the billions. God car-
ries a perfect love, even greater than that of a parent for a child, for each and every one of us. 
For me, that’s unfathomable. Jesus tries to give us a sense of it in the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son, but as we know, Jesus used parables to give people a glimpse of understanding into 
something far greater than they could possibly comprehend. Thus, that parable shows us 
that the love of the forgiving father is just the beginning. 
 

Now here’s the challenge. The all-invested, life-changing love that a parent has for a child is also just the beginning. We are 
called to be disciples on this earth, to serve others, to be agents of God’s love and mercy, and to treat others as Jesus 
would. Does that not mean that the intense love between a parent and child should be the same love we offer every child 
of God? … 
 

Father of us all, teach us to love all of your children as we love our own, so that everyone of this earth may glimpse the    
unfathomable love you have for us. Amen 

Join Tallaght Library for stories, rhymes and 
play every Monday at 10am. All are welcome 
and no booking required. A great opportunity 

to meet other babies and grown-ups!  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Rathcoole Community Centre 

http://www.gofundme.com/f/

community-centre-upgrade-fund 

 
We urgently need your help to help fund our    

ongoing operations and provide assistance for     
upgrade works to  

the Rathcoole Community Centre.  

We would like to thank everyone for their generous support in helping 
the people of Ukraine. We were taken back by the amount of goods we 

received in the Rathcoole Community Centre. We managed to get all the 
goods boxed thanks to all the staff and 2 volunteers who did tremendous 
work. Proflow Ltd has kindly collected all the goods and stored them in 

a warehouse until they are being transported on Monday 21st March, 
they have also volunteered drivers and trucks to bring the goods to     

Poland. We would also like to thank Eamon and his crew for their huge 
support, and Craftpak packaging for the supply of boxes.             

THANK YOU! Tricia Kellett, Manager 
 

We are still looking for only the items listed below: 
First Aid items, Batteries, Phone Chargers, Torches, Baby food/ Bottles, 

Baby Nappies /Baby Clothes. Toiletries 
 

#rathcoolecommunitycentre, #rathcoolecommunityspirit, 
#ukrainedonations #rathcoole #rathcoolecommunityspirit 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/community-centre-upgrade-fund?fbclid=IwAR0i2yzyZC96lsf1fdCmnbQjvyRDfkA5thFVrq4-Ma72HDwIKOqw0ke9Ff0
https://www.gofundme.com/f/community-centre-upgrade-fund?fbclid=IwAR0i2yzyZC96lsf1fdCmnbQjvyRDfkA5thFVrq4-Ma72HDwIKOqw0ke9Ff0






Are you            
experiencing 
food poverty?  

 

Clondalkin Cares 
Food Bank can 

help if you are not 
able to afford enough food and live in 

our catchment area of  Dublin Mid-West.  

Please call 016269151 to make an      

appointment for registration. 

AWARE - SUPPORT & SELF CARE GROUPS - If you, or those with 
whom you work wish to connect with people in relation to your 
mental wellbeing, please consider using the Phone in and Zoom 
Support & Self Care Groups, the Support Line or Support Mail. 
These services provide support, coping skills and information – 

and most importantly help people who are in distress to know and 
feel that they are not alone in their experience.                           

For more information about the groups  

https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/  and all of our 
services on www.aware.ie/  

If you would like to volunteer with Aware, please see their       
website for more info: www.aware.ie/get-involved/volunteering/ 

The HSE Health and Wellbeing have        
developed a youtube channel. The aim of 

this is to deliver health and wellbeing      
sessions and health services to make a 

Healthy Ireland for all.  
Please see the HSE Health and Wellbeing 

Youtube channel link below.  
Some videos include Yoga, pilates, and 

sessions on wellbeing.  

https://buff.ly/384VnhB 

South Dublin County Council are delighted to     
announce the publication of their Climate Change 
Newsletter, Flood Resilience Edition which aims 

to keep the citizens of the county informed on    
progress being made in delivering the actions of 

the Climate Change Action Plan. 
 

You can read a copy here: 

https://buff.ly/3I1WgYh 

Eco-Week runs from 28 March – 1 April 2022 
and currently bookings are being taken for school workshops.  

Email envawareness@sdublincoco.ie  to book a workshop 
Please see link to brochure  

https://buff.ly/3pS4JGJ 

Crosscare is working with Ukrainian refugees fleeing the 
war and coming to Ireland. 

Staff from our homeless and migrant and refugee          
services are helping during this awful crisis. 

Crosscare is working directly with hundreds of Ukrainian 
families who have been placed in emergency hotel        

accommodation. There are now huge numbers arriving in 
Ireland in need of refuge and support, joining the           

existing group of asylum seekers from around the world. 
If you would like to support this work, please use the     

following  link: https://crosscare.ie/how-you-can-
help/refugee-response-fund/ 

You can also call 01 8360011  
we can accept donations by phone. 

https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
http://www.aware.ie/
https://www.aware.ie/get-involved/volunteering/
https://buff.ly/384VnhB
https://buff.ly/3I1WgYh
mailto:envawareness@sdublincoco.ie
https://buff.ly/3pS4JGJ
https://crosscare.ie/how-you-can-help/refugee-response-fund/
https://crosscare.ie/how-you-can-help/refugee-response-fund/



